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ercta  Lodge,

No. 8998,
ébe[b af the Wasonic SHall, Walsall

~ BRO. J. S. HICKINBOTTOM, 8.

Worshipful Master.

Barr Ciot,
TELEPHONE : .
OFFICE 3463 Belvid-re Road,
HOME 4239

Walsall,

December 8th, 1945.

Dear Sir ana Bro.,
byt the desre of the Worshipful Master, you are hereby

summoned to aitond your duties at the Lodge to be held at

. the MASONIC HALL, HIGH STREET, WALSALL, on

NickLIN, |

e ) TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18th, 1945, at 5=0 p.m. prompt.

39, 1620, ~99%.

w Isgonur. Yours fa:thfully and fratemally,

e H. j. PINSON, P.M. s,

Secretary.

Dark Morning Dress with White Collar, Black Tie and Shoes, or Uniform.

i



PREAMBLE TO BY-LAWS.—The Lodge being formed for the instruction and improvement
of the brethren in Freemasonry, its members are expected to give special attention to this and
to the study of the meaning and symbolism of the Craft. Regard should be paid to this in all
proceedings and business of the Lodge, and in the election of every candidate, whether for
initiation or as a joining member,

i .

REGULAR MEETINGS IN 1946: February 26th,

N.B.—The Librarian has a few bound copies of Volume 2 of Lodge Proceedings

Hgenda,

To
To
To

Open the Lodge at 5 o’clock precisely.

read the Summons convening the Meeting.

of the Lodge, held October 23rd, 1945.

Invest—

Very Wor. Bro. Rev. Pren. A, T. 8. TALL]
Chaplain ; and

Bro. H. G. TALBOT as J.D.

Ballot for, and if elected Initiate—

Mr. JOHN EDWARD HOYE:S
Walsall ; Works Manager';

Proposed in open Lodge o Dctober 23vd, 1845, by
Whitfield.

Seconded by Wor. Bro. H J. Pinscu.

To

acea 45 years

Wor. Bro.

To present Grand ".o (ge Certificate to—

Bro. Rev. AL R, E.ciS.

Wor. Bro. C. T.2
CA fer

To Coly ct . Ims.

more thoughts o the Initiate."”

Ta iacel e Propasivons.

‘To Close the Lo loea.

A betliren arve invited to attend a PRACTICE MEETING
on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14th, at 6-0 p.m.

April 23rd, May
October 22nd, December 17th.

and would be glad to hear of any Brother desiring one.

for those who return posteard by the 14th inst. at the latest.

T, P.G. Chaplain,

arlow, PP .&.Std.B. (Wores.) will read a paper

read, and if approved confirm, the Minutes of the last regui.r Meeting

as

TANSLEY, »f 35, Lichfield Road,

AN

an

28th, |

P.S.—Owing to the difficuities of catering, refreshments will be provided only
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> 19th December, 1945,

NOTES OF INTERPOLATIONS MADE IN A PAPER GIVEN AT
MERCTIA LODGE ON 18th DECEMBER, 1945,

fdercia Lodge, Mo. 3994,

(SECRETARY’S ADDRESS : “‘BARR CROFT," BELVIDERE ROAD, WALSALL).
PHONE 3463 (OFFICE) : 4239 (HOME),

Worshipful Master :

Bro. J. S. HICKINBOTTOM.
Treasurer : "No r%ya ﬂ[ ga[l’
Wor. Bro, D. A. TURNER. Wood G0

Secretary : =

Wor. Bro. H. J. Pn:gorq, P.M. 539, Wednesdury.

Charity Representative : Jdth Drcr _/’L5

Wor, Bro. S. W. SMITH, P.M. 3995,

Librarian : 1

Wor. Bro. S. BOURNE JAGGER, P.M., 3995

Dear W. Bro. Barlow, .
lyrcia - 18th Decr /45

Just « line hopirg that it will find you
quite well, and to Say t.u&e¢ I anm 120king forward to meeting you
on Tuesday next.

© h2d men*ioned to ong or two of the Brehhrer
who have more recenuly cone into ilercia that if they would like
to ask any ques *ion that naq passed through their minds since
they had been w1l trated ve should like to hear from them, -
relative of couese to yue first degree. I have this last
day or so had a few 82.% on to me, (whiech 1 asked to be done)

S0 that I covuld let Jva &1s0 see what was coming.

I have typed then out, and same are enclosed
herewit... I have mirked the name of the Srother by the questior
each ove Hropr.es asking.

Wy fraternal regards to you.

Yours sincerely,

W.Bro. Barlow
"Homestegd"
Zg, Hamstgad Hill

B#han.

form the subject of another paper.



liercia. - Dec 18th /45

wuestions that Junior Brethren have signifie
their intention of asking:-.

Bro. Corby. /

—Owing to tho seriousness of the
question asked regardinyg Charity, and the
necessity of repeating the whole of the Cere-
mony to that poin® (i th~ Cand has not done
what is required :1 hir. - Why is this part o:
the Initiation Cecemony 1eft so late. iould
nod be more £ 0vopivte far earlier in the
proceedings?® . - » I

e T e e i o

- Bro. Philiipe. - 1st: P N €S W
“ 321ing » ~young Lason, I should like to
Jask T Bro. harlow: Why in the Ceremony of Iar

) J|the Lre are called to take notice of the Cand
© 12 the fullowing order. from the. N.B.8.&.W

2 T% appears to the young ilason first rather

~dis-ourteous to the w.iI. the Rep of K.S. not

“to he mentioned first, or his position in the
Sk JF Vv U Vv r W e

||, Loage to be firgt. v -

VY

.| £3d. Why when being enabled to discover the
e\\l

A
|

_.thres L.r - L.s they are given, E.S.&.W, but
~not in“sequence in their neaning: -

' Bro. Batesbﬁ;r¢$. £
48t: 1 am told that in diffecrent countries
there are various nethods of brepering a Cand

5,{for I.n, and being =a young iason I would like

4

Nt g <

to know if it is really necessary to be prep.d
,/p having ny. R.A, L.B, and XK made bare ete?

A d: During the Ceremony the .M. informs the

Cand that he has escaped two great d.grs, thut
of. Se.. and S... Now if the Cand did rashly

, rush forward, I would like to know if the Bro

would stand firm and do his duty, and if they

f| did what would be the eonsequences?

-~
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19th December, 1945,

'I‘
2 NOTES OF INTERPOLATIONS MADE IN A PAPER GIVEN AT
MERCIA LODGE ON 18th DECEMBER, 1945.

|

Fage 1,
L. I am very gled to have received a 1list of questions: to
be asked st a lester opportunit

y this evening, because this
hes given me & chance to look up some of the points, 1l though
in g1l probebility I shall remain in some doubt myseu.f,

Your pastmasters will be helpful

to you, end doubiless will
express their points of view.

- swoy

- SjIoOM

suipng [rdRIUNA

Page 3.

B. The point msy zlso be ssgid to represent he deity. and
although & large veriety of names are given to the daity

by the various peoples of the earth, the»s can o« Lut one

God by whatever name he may be called. 1% is thls fact which
helps to constitute & universal brothershood, and esch nation
obtaing) its own view of the same delty from uifferent parts

of the cilrcumference of the circle -s it were, gives that
deity an appropriete nsme to suik 1iuself; but the same
unchanging end unchengesble deLivy remeinz r'or each and every
one of us.

12L0 YON

(1okepy) *MOTEVE "L D Jo[[1UN0Y)
191 o¥d
caQcT odg

Page 4,
s C- The following are a fow commin'ndes to which the word
W "1icht" is applied, eni where phiyelical light is nét intended
# to be meent.

In the 1lioht of all ‘that has been said and done.

To stand In enoth¢r's 1light (or in our own) .
To come tc¢ lighi

0ld aid new lights - old and new doctrines.
Thogckaray - Es did his best.

He worked according
to\his lignd.

Page 6.
D. It wight nit ve considered ineppropriate to give you et
this stege ihe first verse of = dellghtful hymn, nsmely:
2 This is the day of light:
g Let there be light today:
3 O Deyspring, rise upon our night,
g - And chese 1ts gloom away.
é' Page 7.
% E. "What are his thoughts if he is not mentelly repeating
5 the words appropriate

to the music frequently played during
the perambuletion ¢ (Lead, kindly light).
fege 9.
. "corn," "wine," "oil." Thos

e three words could usefully
form the subject of another paper.
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A FEW MORE THOUGHTS FOR THE INITIATE.

Your W.lM. has asked me to put before you a siffaple

paper, sulteble for an E.A., and as the ceremony this «eﬁ g
was that of initiation, it seems. to me to be most appwoipriate.

Actually, I em glad not to have been asked to deall yith

something more edvenced, because in that eveniy, I/ could have”’
]

4.

diseppointed you more easily.

o & S

This night ought to be devotedgtp the inttféfe. He
needs our helping hand. Having but just emeilged from =
state of darkness, he is not yetrabwcustomddNto the light
which shines sround. Conseguently, my ‘weémarks in the main
will be eddressed to him, ¥nd T feslthat you will not object.

Bro. initiate. Tals, day)you have joined not merely
e lodge of freemasciisy./but & uanlversal brotherhood. Details
of the encient Qewrehony Will come back to you in the course
of days, weekSyymonths,end even years; but it may be many
years beferevsyou gan dppreciate to the full«all the whys and
wherpfOPRSs.

If 4t "ill not ftend to discourage you, consider the
;;merkacly slow but sure end positive growth of stalactite and
stelagmife until these unite and become one perfect piliar,
ever increasing. The necessary materisls are close at hend
to complete the job, but the water (like truth) slowly works
its way from above, carrying with it the essentials which in

course of meny years are deposited on the floor as stalagmite,

end are gradually buillt up to meet the descending stalactite.

B



It is & wonderful example of here & little and there a
1little. You,.on the ground floor of the earth, will receive
the truth greduslly, almost imperceptibly; and because it
reaches you from sbove, end 1s ever descending, and you, sre in
e receptive state, the time will arrive, either her or
hereef ter, when the perfect union will be accompl ehed.

Expressed in another way, you will ¢he(gskings questions,
seerciting for explanations, end mey be oblalning apPharently
contredictory replies, which agaln widW Neaddybu™o ask still
further questilons. The truth, qul\ VWarious shades of the truth,
will be absorbed. How cen 1tpw€)othertise if we remember that
not two things in nature ard exactlywalike - not even two
leaves on the seme tree. Each %orfp of us has a slightly
different viewpéint, bt/ beiny, broad-minded, we can éppreciate
the other man's vigws algpo. In this connection, may I direct
your attentioinlp & plgdrslesign, & very ancient one, adopted
by freemagens, and épfNeé&ring upon our first -T.B. ? It is =
circle wWith a centiral point. Orlginally, probably in ﬁre-
histerie )Jdaygnthe plein circle was made to represent both the
Sulh and ke N\delty. As you know, it is a line without beginning
or end, and as such is an emblem of eternity; and was
regarded as a type, form, or Symbol of éOD, who 1s without
- beginning of days or end of years. Your reception tonight
into our living circle is bound to meke a lasting impression
on your mind.

At a later date the centrael point was added;  and the

clrcle and point were said to fepresent the deity.

2.



If we assume for the moment that the point represents
truth, we cen see that such truth can be viewed from every
position along the circumference of the circle. Because our
view is from the north, we may See some thing apparently(different
from our brother in the south; but the truth itself wdll always
remein the seme. In course of time, we mey be mble’ to
traverse the circle, and thus obtain more ceompletse knowledge-
end understending of that which remains undenging emi Nt

Thempgare both natursel and symuolic reasdns for'your

(s

unel terable.

being h.w'd. Untll you had ensvwered cerfadn questions, and
until you had taken your obligption, if\whks both unwise and
improper that you should sece enythineat all of our sncient
rites or the leyout of &#r lodge® Then again, as to your

real inner self, yowwese to W re-born. Just as your natural
blrth was in ngkédhess and from derkness to light, so was your
re-birth from nekedness of knowledge of freemasonry, and from

the darkneswa “ef such ignorance, to the light and knowledge of

our ordfr: 1 %
Let me mméke brief reference to the use of the woi;;‘)ui’

~
YrOucHr" In We V.S8.L, and in a spiritual sense. (

-

wWery early in the book of Genesis, we read "Darkness
was upon the face of the deep, and God seld, '"Let there be lightY
end there was light.' Here was produced the first necessity

for the use of gll peoplés throughout all ages.

Isalah, Chapter 60.

l.'Arise, shine; for thy light is come, end the glory of
the Lord is risen upon thee.

Be



19,

20,

For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: Dbut the Lord shall erise upon
thee, end his glory shell be seen upon thee.

And the CGentiles shall come %o thy light, and kings to
the brightness of thy rising.

The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neitheT\for
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee s~ but the
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, snd thy
God thy glory.

Thy sun shall no more go down; neither Bhali thytmoon
withdraw itself: for the Lord shall besthine efexrrasting
light, end the days of thy mourning shell be efwded.

Next, I will refer you to thedprdyend, Wlighten our

darkness," and "Send forth Thy light\akd Thy thuth; let

them lead me." Obviously, Materisl adcht is not referred
to here. Throughout all ages, didht hegg“been the symbol

of learning, knowledge, and trythy jusé \as today upon our
roads 1s shewn a torch, the #orth of IMakning, to indicate

to us as motorists that we al€/apprqathing a school, and must

be

on the look-out for chil@wen.
In the light of /all tha't Ilas been said and done.
To stand in{awdther's 1ight (or in our own).
To come Gt ldightd
0ld an@new lLichts - old and new doctrines.

Tqciteray He did his best. He worked according
t0 hig*“bieht.

———

V
After looking up our facts and figures, and after

obtelning new informetion, we pass these on to others end say

thet we are "throwing fresh light on the subject."



The V.S.L. sets the seal on the "correspondence"
or symbolism that exists, by the words, "Send forth Thy
light end Thy truth: let them lead me." As in the natural
world, 1life without light is impossible, so in the spinitual
world, spirituel life without truth could not exigin If
people deny the truth by not wishing to see it:“dr by,
inability to acknowledge the truth cannot,sqe, Tt; _they still
recelve the benefit of 1it. In other weords, we can “deny the
truth of the words, "The Lord is my*Shepnerd’; “wor we might
be unable to see the truth im thoss wordsy “but that does

not mean thet we are not guardid,”guided and céred_for by the

-

Good Shepherd; And-so whlpledf, "3dwd) forth Thy light and
Thy truth; let them leagl nle."

Then let me,¢ell to€miné the command "Let your
light so shine belfope mep~ Clearly no physical flame
or light is hane “intentled; but you will remember that the
point was M lustrgted. Oy reference to a lighted candle, which
no men-put undefl & bushel, but in a candlestick that it might

glyq N ghit po(ghl.

et hew, ‘Chipter 5.

M., Yenere the light of the world. A city thet is set on
en hill camnot be hid.

.15. Neither do men light & candle, and put it under a bushel,

but on & candlestick; &and it giveth light unto all
that are in the house.

16. Iet your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.



of

And finglly, may I remind you of the statement,

"That was the true Light which lighteth every man thg Cad

At this point, I wish to quote from an o0ld ¢ rhdend

cometh into the world."

who has joined the great majority, and who, altkolall not

of our order, held the fraternity in great gr€sppct:-

As in nature the sun is the univei'sal sdurgpe

of light: so in religion,,{fhe Lotrd Bed is =
sun." As the Spiritusl, dan, God 18 the light

of the world, and he(pet only gives light to us
today, but he gavei% to e /in the remoﬁest ages
of entiquity. ™M 1s éls0 a fact, that God not
only gives. Jdght tH Ws/'in the Christian Church,
but he i3 the sounge of light to all nations
scatleréd oven ihe entire globe. All netions
see s thEx &re able. In some cases théy see
very 1little, and in bther cases much: but whether
theyr“enjoy the full truth of the Gospel, or only
Sge in the obscurity of lMohemmedanism, yet the
light descends from one and the same centre.

of course, you will expect me to say something

. about Mesonlic light. There 1is much to be sald: and perheps

we ought to put ourselves in the positidn of the candidafe.
His knowledge of our ordér is practically nil. A little
glimmering ray of light may have filtered through to him;

but for e2ll prectical purposes he is in & state of compleﬁe

6.



ignoreance. How proper, therefore, that he should be
in e state of physlcael blindness, representative of the
derkness of ignorance, when he makes his call upon our g/door.
Again, T would ask you to observe that he comes to wa &t the
T.W. corner (the darkest bart of our L. and alwayls Fhe darkest
part of the earth); and after satisfactorilymneawering
certain questions, he progresses glong tIEsN .S sideg tawen
E. S. eand W, elways on the outside edggHor frinse,dand
having the barest possible touch withNis throtgctl the medium
of his conductor. (Out of daTrknews to @awh and sunrise;
through the full day; pausingNet noon ) high twelve - and
beqk towerds sunset). WNaE, are i thoughts if he is not
mentally repeating the(yords gporypriste to the music
played during the persimibulaticn ? oy o b ok ~

The H\W,. mey hfvy been epplied for various good
and proper ne&wyral reasens, both in this country and abroad,
and thegesWercan gasily Imagine: but it is equally certain
that ul\masoni: ancestors knew a great desl ebout symbolism
end\correspdnE€nces. In Egypt and elsewhere, the cehdidate
tpent cqnalderable time in dark chembers where no light could
Possibly’ penetrate; and he was allowed to progress very slowly
indeed towards his desired end. The generel plan or scheme
was much the same as.now, but time in ancient deys weas not
so preclous as wilth us, so that the lesson was longer end
more Impressive. Men -ever was end still is the child of
lgnorance and error; but let us remember that God said,

"L.Let there be light"; and there was light.
s



And so with our candidate. He is invited
to esk for the blessing of light, which is restored to him,
physically at first; and almost immediately, he obtaixs
his first view of the three great lights in masonry/-\next,
the three lesser lights - and then perhaps that_ whifh he
most desires as & human being, the light of, thé\&ountenance
- g of .his friends and brethren.
I want you, please, to notich /this Arehsition of
the ceandidate from darkness to light"
1. His natural eyes(axe opentd, and he becones
¢ conscious ofmdterigNIlltght. :
Z%fir‘sf s%ght ig ol material things; just
plainifegper ¥ Metal, but representative or
symboilical W our three great lights - the
WdS.L, the*5. and the C; and theilr light is
madeyte shine by an explenstion of the
Symbolism, We must make actual use of these
materials, study them, learn how to handle them,
before we can appreciate them, and before we
can make our light to shine before men in the
full sense intended. The sun is good for our
bodies, but that good will not resch us unless
we lay ourselves out to receive it and en joy
1t. It 1s just the same with our three great
lights, which we must study and put to use

if these are not to become mere ornsments or

adornments in our lodge.
8%
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3. The animate three lesser lights, our

lodge rulers, claim his next attentﬁyé;/
and they are to be his teachers t
his masonic paths, and this t Qch in

turn proceed to do.
And that, to my mind, 1s how the and

sdmitted to the light of our order, Qﬁx (

from darkness to light. Figur asonry, there
is re-birth for us;' and spir y a we are re-born
from the darkness of ign cht of the truth.

We become epprentices, a@a ur predecessors were

remunerated by corn, @ e

§r /2 I‘r"“—»/"‘"' i /
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